Effects of septal lesions on a higher-order conditioned taste aversion: a preliminary analysis.
Septal-lesioned rats (n = 7) and nonsurgical controls (n = 7) were exposed to a higher-order conditioned taste aversion procedure and the effects of septal lesions on the development of a higher-order conditioned taste aversion examined. In Phase 1, septal and control rats were permitted to consume a sodium chloride solution and illness was produced by an injection of cyclophosphamide. Following a recovery period, in Phase 2, both groups were allowed access to a saccharin solution followed by 1 ml of sodium chloride placed directly inside the mouth of the rat. Subsequent preference tests for the septal-lesion group, the control group, and a second unconditioned control group (n = 5) showed the former two groups learned the higher-order conditioned taste aversion, as demonstrated by a marked aversion to the saccharin solution, and the septal lesions attenuated the severity of the conditioning process.